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Scientific  temper 
is  important 

By  Maulana  Wahiduddin  Khan 

We  live  in  a world,  which  has  an  existence  of  its  own, 
functioning  according  to  its  own  immutable  princi- 
ples. Scientific  thinking  is,  therefore,  extremely  im- 
portant for  the  successful  development  of  both  the 
individual  and  the  nation.  The  secret  of  success  is  to 
see  the  world  around  us  with  an  open  mind  and  to 
acquire  an  understanding  of  the  laws  of  nature.  This 
approach  will  produce  positive  results,  enabling  one 
to  form  correct  judgments  about  things  as  they  actu- 
ally are.  This  is  what  is  meant  by  having  the  scien- 
tific temper. 

Scientific  thinking,  largely,  is  a question  of  ratio- 
cination based  on  facts.  This  applies  equally  to  the 
world  of  matter  and  to  human  affairs.  For  instance, 
if  you  have  to  build  a bridge  over  a river,  the  science 
of  engineering  will  tell  you  to  build  it  from  iron  and 
not  from  clay. 

Similar  principles  apply  in  the  human  world.  Good 
results  can  be  achieved  only  if  full  account  is  taken 
of  all  of  the  relevant  facfs.  Failing  this,  the  desired 
outcome  will  remain  elusive.  If,  for  example,  you 
want  someone  to  be  your  supporter,  the  science  of 
psychology  will  tell  you  that  you  must  activate  his 
conscience  and  appeal  to  his  better  feelings.  But  if, 
on  the  contrary,  you  speak  or  act  in  such  a way  that 
his  ego  is  hurt,  you  will  turn  him  into  an  enemy.  If 
you  want  to  receive  something  from  someone,  you 
shall  have  to  become  in  his  eyes  a giver,  and  not  just 
a beneficiary,  for  it  is  a matter  of  common  experience 
that  most  people  are  used  to  giving  only  to  those  from 
whom  they  receive.  Then,  if  you  aspire  to  a position 
of  honour,  you  had  best  be  unassuming  in  demean- 
our, because  it  is  the  modest  man  and  not  the  egoist 
who  makes  the  greatest  impression  on  the  better  side 
of  human  nature.  It  is  the  unpretentious  individual 
who  is  most  likely,  therefore,  to  attain  to  a position  of 
honour  and  prestige,  wrwrsv.cpsglobal.org 


